
1 
 

Romans 9:1-29 

Intro:   

--It would seem easy to skip right over this section and go to chapter 12. The first sentence of 

12:1 would make perfect sense after 8:39. But Paul doesn’t do that. He knows that both Jews 

and Gentiles are faced with questions and challenges about God and His promises to the nation 

of Israel in the OT.  

--These chapters (9-11) are about God righteousness in His dealings with elect Israel. We must 

remember that Paul constantly had to defend the fact that his gospel was no new innovation or 

cult doctrine but the very fulfillment of the OT patriarchs, promises, and covenants. 

--He was used of God to reveal that the Gentiles were being brought into the blessings of God 

promised in the OT (Acts 15:13-17) and that this was part of the plan still yet to be completed 

by Jesus (1:5-6): Through Him we have received the grace of apostleship for obedience to the 

faith among all nations for His name, among whom you also are called of Jesus Christ.  

--So Paul needs to address this mystery of his gospel that he talks about in 16:25-27—which 

was an unexpected time period where God is offering salvation to Jew and Gentile in Christ. 

--This part of the plan was confusing for Jews: they expected a kingdom Vs. a church; they 

expected to be first among the nations Vs. brought into a family with no walls of separation; 

they expected to have their Messiah rule the world Vs. be despised strangers and pilgrims; they 

expected peace and prosperity Vs. persecution and no reputation; etc.  

--The practical question is: Has the word of God taken no effect, or failed?  

--The theological question is: Does the church, supersede, or fulfill the nation of Israel in God’s 

eternal plan or election? Or will God literally fulfill all His promises to national Israel?  

--There are real, born-again brothers and sisters in Christ who believe that the church has taken 

Israel’s place in God’s plan and His original promises to the Jews as a people no longer stand 

because they are rejected by Him. *I love them but seriously disagree (I would also recommend 

Dr. Michael Vlach’s book Has The Church Replaced Israel for any that would like to study 

more).*  

--Their problems—in short—are threefold:  

1) They assume that the OT and NT are not on equal footing authoritatively. That because of 

how the NT sometimes—(in rare occasions)—quotes the OT that the NT has higher authority.  

--Both are equally inspired by the same Holy Spirit and it ignores the greater amount of NT/OT 

usage. The NT does not cancel the OT, it complements it.  

2) Anyone who believes the church has replaced Israel has to prove that the clear OT promises 

and prophecies of Israel’s restoration do not mean what they meant when they were first 

written. *Even Jesus never denied this! Acts 1:6: Lord, will You at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?*  
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--All OT prophecy and NT prophecy will be fulfilled literally and not spiritually alone.  

3) Theology can be both/and Vs. either/or like the tabernacle. In their rush to emphasize the 

equality in the body of Christ between Jew and Gentile they forget the fact that equality of 

salvation does not mean equality of function or purposeful distinctions. *Men + 

Women/Spiritual gifts/Eternal rewards/Israel & Church.* 

--The Word of God makes it clear that God still has a purpose and plan for the nation of Israel 

and that all of His promises to them will be literally fulfilled.  

Verses 1-5: 

--(1-3) Paul, who had just written such heavenly things about our salvation, is now also grieved 

when he thinks about his people who are without that salvation! This is very logical and 

spiritual in its progress.  

--He, of all people, knew Jewish religious life without the Spirit of God. He is, in fact, so broken 

hearted that if it were possible he would surrender himself for their salvation (as Moses in 

Exodus 32:32-33). *What a Christlike heart of love!* 

--(4-5) Paul then lists their blessings as Israelites: 

-the Adoption: Israel was called God’s son or sons (See: Ex. 4:22-23; Deut. 7:6; Isa. 66:22; Amos 

3:2; Hosea 1:10. 11:1).  

-the Glory: God’s presence in the pillar, the tabernacle, the temple, etc. 

-the Covenants: with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, etc. 

-the Giving of the Law: certainly at Sinai and the ten commandments. 

-the Service of God: their worship of God was true and acceptable worship.  

-the Promises: so many both conditional and unconditional!  

-the Fathers: the history of faithful witnesses.  

-Finally the greatest of all: from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the 

eternally blessed God. Amen.  

--Jesus Christ, the Messiah, was and is a Jew! The King assumed their nationality! The Mighty 

God of Isaiah 9:6 is according the flesh, an Israelite.  

--Now, there is some debate in this verse as to whether Christ is to be connected to the 

eternally blessed God. I think these issues are really theological and not in the simple reading of 

the text. Paul makes it clear that the Messiah is also God.  

--He does so to: 1) Exalt the majesty of the Divine Nature. 2) To remind Israel that Jesus may be 

Israeli but He doesn’t belong to them alone as He is also the God of all eternity. 

--All this might seem a bit technical for us but I think it is important to see. The Holy Spirit 

inspired Paul to put down his heart for his people because there is instruction here for us. God 

was loving His people through Paul. 
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--Paul wanted to stay in Jerusalem when he was first saved but was driven away as the religious 

leaders tried to kill him. Paul was constantly charged with false accusations of his own people: 

*Acts 21:28: This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against the people, the law, and 

this place; and furthermore he also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy 

place.*  

--He was regularly chased and harassed and persecuted by the Jews he first went to when he 

preached the gospel in new cities. Yet he is continually grieved in his heart for them.  

--Paul’s love was independent of the Jews (he had joy in Christ) but not indifferent (he couldn’t 

just ignore them and go on).  

--As independent: He gave up all his national privileges, his culture, he gave up his home, his 

worship, his family and friends, his respect and money and ease life all for God and considered 

it as nothing—as dung to surrender. His love for God was independent of all these things!  

--Yet not indifferent: He put his very life on the line, and the safety of his heart, for those he 

loved. He didn’t need them but he loved them. 

--This is the mature balance of the love of God.  

--For some of us we are not independent enough—God is not yet enough for us. We are not 

content with God if we must also leave home, careers, respect from men, friends, family, for 

some it is certain sins, thinking God would never call them to Himself apart from desires, etc. 

--For others we are too indifferent. We are good with God but we are also good with others 

who are not good with God! We don’t need something or someone but our hearts do not break 

for those who we should love that are still without salvation. We may even work to isolate our 

hearts so that they are not grieved for the lost around us.   

--You see, we are actually fighting the same cultural battle that Paul was whether we know it or 

not. I have been challenged by Paul’s heart. Does my love look like this? Is our love mature 

enough to be independent of all but not indifferent to any?  

Verse 6a: 

--This is the central question of the next three chapters. Has the clear Word of God to Israel 

failed, been broken, or taken no effect? Is God still righteous in His actions toward elect Israel 

and this new elect church that Paul is talking about?  

--It is important to keep this in mind because the other theological issue of this section relates 

to election. And people use these passages to talk about election in a lot of different ways.  

--We must remember that Paul was not writing about election to work out the issues of our 

modern theological systems. This was not a defense of God’s election to people who don’t 

believe in it or to convince them that election is only individual and not corporate.  

--All of this is in the context of God’s Word to elect Israel. The Jews already believed in 

election—wholeheartedly in fact! This is a defense of God’s righteousness as relate to His own 

Word.  

--The discussion is built around three questions: 
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1) (6) Has the Word of God taken no effect? 

2) (14) Is there unrighteousness with God?  

3) (19) Why does He still find fault? 

--So Paul is defending God’s Word, God’s righteousness, and God’s ways.         

Verses 6b-13: 

--Paul’s initial answer is that true Israel was always an elect—not natural—seed. God had 

chosen to select out of Israel a certain people of faith and not blood or works.  

--Paul knew their initial reaction would be shocked by that idea. So he brings two examples that 

they would immediately have to agree with.  

--First, the promises of God were given to Isaac and not to Ishmael—who was also a blood son 

of Abraham.  

--Second, if they said, well that was simply true of Isaac as a miracle son, Paul pointed out Jacob 

and Esau. Rebecca had two sons and if God’s elect way or promise or word was to blood or 

flesh or merited works he could have never said verses 12+13.  

--God’s election of Israel did not mean that every person born a Jew would get to inherit all the 

promises of God. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel. 

--Both John the Baptist and Jesus taught the same thing! *Jesus’ discussion in John 8*  

*Matthew 3:9: And do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I 

say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.* 

*Luke 13:28-29: There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. They will 

come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom 

of God.* 

--Paul is not trying to decide for modern theologians whether election is national or individual 

alone. Paul is making the point that God’s Word is not broken because God’s election of Israel 

was never strictly national.  

Verses 14-18: 

--(14) So does that make God unjust? Unjust toward Israel? Is He unfair in doing it that way? 

Paul’s answer is simple. Certainly not!   

--Injustice is withholding good deserved or inflicting evil undeserved. God has done neither to 

Israel who deserves no mercy.  

--God spoke to Israel through Moses (in a time when Israel had just broken His covenant with 

them and made a golden calf!) and made it clear He has the right to show mercy and 

compassion His own way.  

--Israel did not earn their heritage through their own will or works. They were not elected or 

chosen by God because of something in them. 
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*Deuteronomy 7:7-8: The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were 

more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; but because the 

LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers, the 

LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of 

bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.*  

--God must be, and always is, the first cause. This was His plan from before the foundation of 

the world. Nothing outside of Him is forcing Him to act or He is no longer God! God is a free 

agent—The free agent—and He is bound to none save those He willingly binds Himself to.  

--Paul then shows that God’s purpose will ultimately use all men to declare Himself all 

powerful—even one as obviously powerful and against God’s will as Pharaoh whom God made 

to stand (or raised you up). *From Ex. 9:15-16*  

--How does this all work in time? Does Pharaoh harden his own heart first and God confirm 

that? Does God remove His grace from Him because Pharaoh desires sin and rebellion? Paul 

does not tell us! Why? Because clearly that is not Paul’s point.  

--Paul’s point to these confused Israelites—his countrymen according to the flesh—is that God 

never guaranteed them the promises simply because they were born Jews. In fact, God was 

always very clear about the fact that He reserved the right to show mercy and harden whom He 

will.  

Verses 19-24: 

--(19) Well then, why does God still hold people accountable if it is all according to His will? No 

one can resist God’s will! This is basically humanity saying: We don’t like the way God has 

chosen to show mercy or harden those against His will!  

--Paul’s answer is to show man the foolishness of this complaint. He is Creator and we are 

creation whether we like it or not. It’s time to come face to face with reality. You are not 

running the universe! Time and eternity are God’s and it is about time that we live in 

accordance with that reality.  

--Paul uses an example these Israelites would be very familiar with. The language of the Potter 

and the clay is used numerous times in the Scriptures: Job 10:9; Isaiah 29:16; 45:9; 64:8; 

Jeremiah 18:2-6; 2 Timothy 2:20-21.  

--(22-24) Paul is establishing part of the way that God worked in the OT and was currently 

working in the NT. God was and is longsuffering with vessels of wrath prepared for destruction 

as part of His purpose to show mercy on both Jews and Gentiles.  

--Paul again, does not explain how they are prepared. By their own works? By God’s hand? That 

is not Paul’s point.  

--Paul’s point is that God is not answerable to the Israelites—or us—for the ways that He has 

chosen to display mercy and longsuffering in wrath. Even so, He will be true to His own 

character and will get glory from His creation one way or another.  
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--Or if I can put it another more simple way: It is not God’s responsibility to conform to us. We 

conform to Him. He is Creator and we are creation.  

Verses 25-29: 

--Having brought both Jews and Gentiles into the flow of God’s great purposes prepared 

beforehand, Paul quotes from Hosea and Isaiah to establish the fact that Israel’s history of a 

constant believing remnant which displayed faith in God’s Word—and currently believed the 

gospel Paul preached—was proof that God’s purposes in saving Israel as a nation (11:26) will 

yet happen.   

--(25-26) Here in Hosea God’s people had been as unfaithful to Him like Hosea’s wife. Yet 

because of who God was in Himself they were not cast off.  

--Peter would pick up this same principle in reference to the Gentiles in 1 Peter 2:4-10.        

--Jews and Gentiles both stumble at God’s way, His choice in showing mercy, yet He is still 

faithful and will not cast them off completely.  

--(27-29) Paul twice quotes from Isaiah showing that the Word of God anticipated times when 

only a small number of Israelites would remain—such as after the Assyrian invasion. He says 

they would have made themselves into another Sodom and Gomorrah had God’s mercy not 

been there for them.  

--Isaiah would even name his son Shear-Jashub which means Remnant will return. He was a 

living sign of his prophecy (Isa. 7:3; 8:18).  

--So too, because of God’s election national Israel is still around today—existing with a faithful 

remnant who is Israel within Israel—and God will keep it so until the end of time. 

*Matthew 24:22: And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the 

elect’s sake those days will be shortened.* 

--Even when Israel had been so unfaithful as to no longer be His people, and even when they 

were so small in number that the remnant was nearly invisible, God was the continuing 

principle for Israel’s hopes and existence.  

--Whenever Israel’s will and works failed utterly—God could still righteously fall back into 

Himself where their election was safe in His eternal purposes and call them His people again.  


